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Greetings from the SCLA President
By Tom Gilson, SCLA President
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It is both a pleasure and an honor to serve as the President of
the South Carolina Library Association. SCLA has a long and
storied tradition for which our members can be proud. Since
1915, we have served the needs of South Carolina’s librarians
and have advocated for library services on behalf of South Carolina’s citizens. Today, more than ever, an active South Carolina
Library Association is essential to the well being of our profession, and the services that we value.
Fortunately, I can report that SCLA is healthy and vibrant, well positioned to meet the
challenges that we face. By all accounts, the joint SCLA/SELA Conference held in
Charleston was a success. Attendees benefited professionally from the programs offered and from the interaction with their colleagues, while at the same time, enjoyed
the many attractions of a beautiful host city. In addition, our association’s infrastructure is firmly in place to support the coming year’s activities. SCLA sections and round
tables are active, and our committees are busy tending to the business of the association. In short, the renewal and restoration begun last year continues, and is in fact, being nourished and strengthened.
We are already hard at work. During the section and round table officer retreat on Feb
8th, SCLA leaders from throughout the state assembled to discuss organizational concerns from finances and the budget, to conducting successful meetings and using correct parliamentary procedure. In addition, the need for membership recruitment was
highlighted by a discussion of issues and strategies that influence the growth of our
membership. But, perhaps the largest portion of the retreat focused on the key role of
programming in SCLA’s mission. Sections and round table officers were encouraged
to plan workshops for the spring. It was noted that such workshops not only provide
continuing education opportunities for South Carolina’s librarians, but they also provide
the experience of coordinating a program for the sponsoring section or round table.
On an even more practical note, these workshops give sections and round tables the
(Continued on page 14)

Need Patient Education Material in Spanish? A Selected Webliography
by Beth M. Wescott, NN/LM SE/A Network Access Coordinator
bwessc001@umaryland.edu
Are you needing more patient education material in Spanish? Here is part of the reason. Hispanic/Latino
population served by the Southern Chapter of Medical Library Association = 7,366,092, or 19.3% of the
national total. United States Hispanic/Latino population of 12.5% = 38M in 2000.
For health Information in Spanish, visit these sites (Para informacion de salud en español):
• Agricultural Health and Safety,
http://www.ag.ohio-state.edu/~agsafety/ash/publications_and_resources/farm_worker.html
(Continued on page 3)
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Intro to Webslinging: How even the totally clueless can put up a functional Website using
Netscape Composer
By Rebekah Maxwell, Reference Librarian, Coleman Karesh Law Library, University of South Carolina School of
Law, Columbia

I’ve taken the HTML classes but I’ll be honest: I couldn’t code my way out of a wet paper bag. Oh, sure, I could
learn. But it would take some time. And time was what I didn’t have when a friend on the faculty at our law
school asked me if I’d try - just try - to put up a rudimentary website containing information about our environmental law program. I’m not a Webslinger and had never put up a site in my life. However, like lots of places
with small staffs and large user populations, our environment is rife with impromptu mutations, and (disclaiming
loudly) I said I’d try.
My requestor had mentioned in passing that, before her time ran out, she’d been planning to put the site up herself in Netscape Composer. “Aha!” I thought (having no other clue), “that’s what I’ll do, too.” And with just a few
ingredients - Netscape, content, image files and an FTP program - so can you.
Netscape is such a ubiquitous product that it almost seems to sprout on your PC by itself. It was loaded onto my
PC when I got it (as was Internet Explorer, but I’ve yet to find a Webslinging function on IE). However, if you
don’t have Netscape already you can download it from Netscape.com or order it on CD for a nominal fee ($2.99
last time I checked). The new Netscape version is 7.0, but the one I used for my site, and am still using today, is
4.75.
You get to the Composer function by opening Netscape and selecting Composer from the “Communicator” pulldown menu. When you choose Composer, you will automatically go to an empty page that will eventually be one
of the pages for your Website. The Composer toolbar will appear at the top of the screen. Keep in mind: while
the terms “Webpage” and “Website” are used interchangeably by many people, your Web site will most likely be
a series of Web pages, created individually and linked together so that you can go back and forth between them
using the links that you also created for the site.
You’ll notice that the Composer toolbar has lots of functions on it that look much like the functions on most word
processing programs: you can change the font style, size, and color; you can make words bold, italicized or underlined; you can make bulleted lists and change the page alignment. There will be other icons and functions
that you might not recognize, like “link”, “target” or “image” that are unique to Web-authoring programs.
It helps to have a reference source to help de-code the unfamiliar functions, and the book that helped me the
most is The Non-Designer’s Web Book, by Robin Williams (no, not that Robin Williams) and John Tollett, Peachpit Press, 1998. (Amazon lists the second editor as Nancy Davis, although it’s still purported to be the 1998 first
edition.)
I am 100% certain that I could not have put up the site without this book. It’s fun to read, very easy to understand, and easy on the eyes. It isn’t written expressly for designing in Composer, but addresses concepts and
functions that are used in all basic Web design programs. There are other good books out there, including the
Visual Quickstart Guides, but the Williams book was the easiest for me.
Unless you want to put up only photos, cartoons or other images, your site will
probably contain content that will need to be typed in just like a word processing
document. What makes Web pages different from documents is the way you can
customize the way they look. There are lots of ways to tinker with the color, font,
font size, background, etc. to make your Web page look more interesting than a
straight-text document, but the data entry process is just the same. Don’t forget
to save as you go and name your pages something clear-cut and obvious (that
will be important later).
Be careful when you’re typing in your content. What a program like Composer
does for you is to turn the stuff you give it into Web-friendly stuff (HTML), but
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some data entry strategies cause less trouble than others. Indenting by tab, for instance, produces less format distortion on the Web than does indenting by hitting the space bar. Letting the program create and insert a table template for you creates less format distortion than trying to create your own table out of underlines and tab-overs.
You’ll get a feel for this kind of thing as you get accustomed to the process.
When you get your content in, you’re ready to spiff up the page. Image files are great for this and they’re fairly
easy to make. The only catch is that you have to have a photo package on your PC. You can find images on
other Web pages or on clip-art CDs, but you have to turn them into files before you can use them on your Website.
There are lots of programs out there; Paint Shop Pro 7.0 is what I use. PhotoShop is another one that comes to
mind. If you have a scanner connected to a PC, you can open up your photo package and make image files from
scanned photographs.
To make image files from items you find on the Web, all you have to do is move your cursor onto the image you
like and right-click, then “Save Image As”. The default will usually be to save it in .jpeg format and this works okay
most of the time. To make image files from clip-art CDs or similar products, the images from the CD need to be
imported into your photo processing package and then saved. A photo package will usually provide more format
options for saved images than will the Internet “Save Image” function. If you have a choice, .jpeg usually works
best for photographs and complex images and .gif usually works best for cartoons, diagrams and the like. If you’re
not given a choice, accept the default format and see what happens.
Occasionally, you will find an image on the Web that the owner of the page has protected from being copied. If
that is the case, you will not be able to save it to a disk. Don’t despair if this happens, though. There are many
sites that offer free clip art and image collections. From the search engine of your choice, look for: +free
(Continued on page 9)

(Continued from page 1)

•

Alcohólicos Anónimos, http://www.alcoholics-anonymous.org/

•

Alzheimers information, http://www.faha.org/Resources/SpanishAlzheimersBrochure.pdf

•

American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry,
http://www.aacap.org/publications/apntsFam/index.htm

•

BIEN! Border Health Information & Education Network, http://www.bienhealth.org

•

Carolina Association of Translators and Interpreters (CATI) serves North and South Carolina, (919) 577-0840,
email: C.A.T.I.@pobox.com, http://www.catiweb.org/

•

CDC en Español, http://www.cdc.gov/spanish/default.htm

•

Florida AgSafe Network, http://www.agen.ufl.edu/~clehtola/spanish.htm

•

Food and Drug Administration brochures, http://www.fda.gov/opacom/lowlit/spanlow.html

•

Food Safety Multilingual Resources, http://www.fstea.org/resources/multilingual.html

•

Genetic Spanish Support, http://www.kumc.edu/gec/support/spanish.html

•

Hands On Health: Sitios de Salud en Espanol, http://www.handsonhealth-sc.org/B/espanol.php
(Continued on page 8)
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USA Patriot Act

By Chris Rogers, Woodruff Branch Librarian, Spartanburg County Public Libraries
chrisr@infodepot.org

The "USA Patriot Act" became law on October 26, 2001, as a legislative and regulatory response
to the terrorist attacks on September 11th. Sections 215 and 216 of the [public] law present libraries of all types, but especially academic and public libraries, with real challenges in how they manage, retain, and
provide access to law enforcement and court requests for patron information.
Federal, and in some cases local law enforcement agencies, are authorized to obtain search warrants for "any tangible thing which can include books, records, papers, floppy disks, data tapes, and computers with hard drives".
Authorities may also request paper and electronic circulation records, e-mail and other Internet use records, and
patron registration information for use in tracking down anyone suspected of terrorist activities.
ALA's Office of Intellectual Freedom (OIF), the Washington Office (ALAWON), and a host of library associations
have been furiously debating what to do in response to the long arm of the law post 9/11. At ALA's Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia in January, the Council adopted a detailed Resolution on the USA Patriot Act and Related
Measures That Infringe on the Rights of Library Users. Patron confidentiality as well as intellectual freedom are indeed targeted (no pun intended) by the new, stricter laws. Booksellers are also subject to these new requirements.
Here are a few steps libraries can use to prepare for any requests for information:
1) Review the provisions of the law with counsel (either your county attorney, or university counsel). Decide
whether your institution has policies and procedures in place to address the new legal environment.
2) Create internal library policies and procedures that provide front-line staff and department heads with clear, concise steps to take if and when warrants or subpoenas are issued to obtain information, files, or equipment. Review
the procedures periodically to keep new and senior staff aware of how to act in these potentially stressful, confusing situations. The time to decide is not when you're reading the search warrant.
3) Decide which records and files are
most sensitive and create retention
guidelines and simple rules for discarding older records and files. Consult counsel to insure that you are in
compliance with all state and local
statutes.
Most libraries will make their own internal decisions as to how they intend to comply. We should be engaged in discussions with our
neighboring libraries to strengthen
our understanding of how best to create cooperative solutions.
Are you prepared for the USA Patriot
Act and its impact on the library?
The South Carolina Library Association, your state library, and library associations are in the know and may
be able to provide some assistance.
Don't wait. Have a proactive plan of
action. ■

In Memoriam
Jane Walter Mason, of 161 Ivy Street, Spartanburg,
SC, died Friday Jan. 17, 2003 at her home. A native of
Bamberg, SC, she was the daughter of the late William
McCormick and Sarah Murphy Walter and the wife of
Gaines Harrell Mason, Jr. She was a graduate of USC,
where she received a BA in English and Journalism,
and a masters degree in Library Science. She was in
charge of Technical Services with Greenville Technical
College and was the former director of the Hartsville
and Marlboro County Libraries. She was a member of
First Baptist Church of Hartsville. She was the former
President of the SC State Library Association and a former Sunday School teacher at First Baptist Church of
Hartsville. She was an avid reader and painter of watercolors.
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A New Partnership for South Carolina Academic Libraries
By Rick Moul, PASCAL Director RMoul@gwm.sc.edu

South Carolina is taking its place in the movement toward statewide library
cooperation along with states as diverse as Kentucky, Georgia, Ohio and
Oregon. A relatively new entity is beginning to complement DISCUS, the project administered by the State library that is providing a common core of electronic resources to South Carolinians. The new consortium is known as PASCAL, the Partnership Among South Carolina Academic Libraries. It was founded after a year of investigation and planning by the library directors of South Carolina’s public and private higher education institutions in May 2001. This February, I was hired as PASCAL's first Executive Director.
Our mission is to assist South Carolinians in reaching their potential in academic achievement, economic development
and personal growth. It is based on the recognition that academic libraries must cooperate to enhance library resources
and services for students and faculty. Working in a cost effective and collaborative way the participating public and private academic libraries of South Carolina have committed to improving individual library resources and services constantly, and to providing timely access to the totality of the state’s information resources from each academic library in
the state.
Thus, an overarching goal for the consortium is to strengthen the role of the academic library in helping higher education meet its mission across the South Carolina community. More specific goals include providing universal access to
core materials and information services for every student and faculty member of institutions of higher learning in South
Carolina; enhancing print and digital research collections that support scholarly achievement and further economic development in South Carolina; encouraging direct resource sharing among academic libraries; preserving the materials
that contribute to the memory of South Carolina history and culture for future generations; and providing opportunities
for collaborative training and professional development for library users and staff from South Carolina’s academic libraries.
Viewed programmatically, the potential elements of this vision -- extension of the existing joint borrowing agreement to
actual delivery of material; increasing focus on cooperative collection building; shared storage and preservation efforts;
pooled integrated library system management; the union catalog; shared databases and digital full text resources; common digital archives (for access and preservation); and virtual reference and instruction services -- constitutes a statewide research library, that reaches into the virtual world while remaining planted firmly in the realm of the book.
Thanks to the vision of the leadership of the state's academic libraries, it is a great time to be coming into the ballgame
here. The intention of many of the state's technical college, four year and research institutions to coordinate the replacement of aging integrated library systems creates an opportunity to build a support infrastructure for enhanced services from the ground up, and also offers the potential for substantial cost avoidance in these days of belt tightening.
Similarly, there are economies to be found in coordinating purchases of digital resources, as DISCUS has demonstrated. Even on an ad hoc basis, leveraging buying power can be effective, as witnessed by the recent successful
completion of an arrangement with EBSCO by the PASCAL cooperative purchasing committee for licensing the MLA,
PsycINFO and PsycARTICLES databases for twenty-one institutions. Using their combined buying power allowed
these institutions to extend their materials budgets by nearly $45,000. The prospect of providing greater accessibility to
many of the State's cultural treasures to South Carolinians -- of all ages -- through the web is tremendously exciting as
well.
In addition to its academic library members, PASCAL is developing and nurturing relationships with key partners including the Commission on Higher Education, the South Carolina State Library, the Office of Information Resources, and
the State Archives. PASCAL’s office is housed in Thomas Cooper Library at the University of South Carolina in Columbia. Please contact me if you would like additional information.
To read the PASCAL strategic plan, you can visit the following website:
http://web.presby.edu/pascal/planning/straplancont.html
Rick Moul comes to PASCAL after seven years with the Western North Carolina Library Network, a regional consortium
of academic libraries in public institutions based in Asheville, North Carolina. He managed the network’s integrated library system, “ABC Express” (materials delivery service), cooperative bibliographic data processing projects, and database acquisitions. WNCLN consists of Appalachian State University, the University of North Carolina at Asheville and
Western Carolina University. ■
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And the winners are…
Announcing 2003 Archives Awards
The SC State Historical Records Advisory Board (SHRAB) established an
awards program in mid-2002 and solicited award nominations, with submission by January 1, 2003. The Board’s two award categories are:
Governor’s Archives Award, for outstanding service and/or an exemplary
contribution to the archival profession in South Carolina, and
Archives Awards of Merit recognizing significant contributions to preserving or increasing the appreciation and/or
use of South Carolina’s documentary heritage
Presentation of the awards was made at the annual meeting of the South Carolina Historical Society in Charleston
on March 1, 2003.
The SC SHRAB is proud to announce the following five individuals and institutions as the recipients of the 2003
awards:
Governor’s Archives Award
•

Dale Rosengarten, Ph.D., College of Charleston, for her development of the Jewish Heritage Collection

Archives Awards of Merit
•

Jeanette Bergeron, an independent consultant and SC Archival Association president, for her professional activities, especially in archival education and publications

•

Robin VH. Copp, Head, Book Division, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, for her contributions to increasing the use and appreciation of South Carolina’s documentary heritage

•

Hester Memorial Library Administration and Staff, North Greenville College, Tigerville, SC, for developing a college archives

•

Clemson University Libraries for developing a model university archives and records management program

The South Carolina State Historical Records Advisory Board is appointed by the Governor, and has as its mission
to support efforts to identify, preserve, and provide access to South Carolina’s historical records. For further information about the awards, contact Roy H. Tryon at tryon@scdah.state.sc.us
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DOCUMENTS AWARDS FOR 2002
(March 19, 2003) The South Carolina State Library has just announced the award winners for the ten most Notable
South Carolina State Government Documents of 2002. The awards are announced annually on or near Freedom
of Information Day, March 16th, the birthday of President James Madison, an early proponent for citizen access to
government information. Jim Johnson, Director of the State Library presented the 2002 Awards to representatives
of recipient state agencies at a presentation ceremony on March 17.
The 10 publications were selected from state government documents released in the year 2002 and received by
the State Documents Depository System. The Notable Documents Selection Committee, composed of Ellen
Chamberlain, Library Director, University of South Carolina-Beaufort; Ann Hare, Library Director, Lander University, and Mary Morgan, South Carolina State Library, selected these publications based on content, usefulness,
and overall quality. The State Documents Depository Program is administered by the South Carolina State Library.
Award Winning Reports:
Funding government in South Carolina, by Holley Hewitt Ulbrich. University of South Carolina, Institute for Public
Service and Policy Research (1408 Carolina Plaza, Columbia, SC 29208). 2002.
Hitting close to home: a statistical handbook on domestic violence in South Carolina, 1996-2000 (PDF), prepared
by Rob McManus. South Carolina Dept. of Public Safety, Office of Justice Programs (5410 Broad River Rd., Columbia, SC 29212). 2002.
Parent's guide to South Carolina's curriculum standards, grades k-12, 2002-2003. South Carolina Education Oversight Committee (1105 Pendleton St., Blatt Building, Suite 442) . 2002.
Also available in Spanish.
A Parent's guide to traffic safety. South Carolina Dept. of Transportation. Safety Office (P. O. Box 191, Columbia,
SC 29202). [2002?]
Promoting workplace literacy and basic skills development (PDF), by Elizabeth A. Peterson, Joyce Ott and Kathleen Wilson. Clemson University, Institute on Family and Neighborhood Life (158 Poole Agricultural Center, Clemson, SC 29634). 2002.
South Carolina government: an introduction, edited by Charlie B. Tyer. University of South Carolina, Institute for
Public Service and Policy Research (1408 Carolina Plaza, Columbia, SC 29208). 2002.
South Carolina hurricane guide 2002: a hurricane information resource. South Carolina Adjutant-General's Office.
Emergency Management Division. 2002.
The South Carolina survey, 2001-2002: statewide results: a survey of public school students concerning attitudes
and behaviors related to the use of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs. South
Carolina Dept. of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services and South Carolina
State Dept. of Education. 2002.
State of recycling in South Carolina: a report. (PDF) South Carolina Dept. of
Health and Environmental Control and the South Carolina Recycling Market Development Advisory Council. 2002.
Website:
Knowitall.org. South Carolina Educational Television. http://www.knowitall.org/
Please visit http://www.state.sc.us/scsl/whatsnew/ for more information.
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(Continued from page 3)

•

Health Status and Determinants of Health of Hispanic Populations, http://www.rice.edu/projects/HispanicHealth/
excourse.html

•

healthfinder® — su guía a la información confiable de la salud http://www.healthfinder.gov/news/esdefault.asp

•

Informacion de Salud, http://medlineplus.gov/esp/

•

Información relacionada con la salud para toda la familia de la American Academy of Family Physicians,
http://familydoctor.org/espanol.html

•

Jefferson County (AL) Department of Health, Spanish Language Patient Education Materials,
http://www.jcdh.org/default.asp?ID=13: topics include heart health, reproduction, chicken pox, & lead poisoning.

•

Links to Information for Health Care Providers and Patients,
http://www.hhcc.arealahec.dst.nc.us/hhcrhlthinfof.html

•

Louisiana State University (LSU) Medical Center Patient Education Menu,
http://lib-sh.lsumc.edu/fammed/pted/pted.html

•

Manual Merck de Información Médica para el Hogar,
http://www.msd.es/publicaciones/mmerck_hogar/index.html

•

MD Consult database contains Spanish-language patient education handouts.

•

Micromedex CareNotes™ System contains Spanish-language patient education documents searchable by keyword.

•

National Alliance for Hispanic Health, http://www.hispanichealth.org/

•

National Center for Farm Worker Health, http://www.ncfh.org/pateduc.htm

•

National Women’s Health Information Center, http://www.4woman.gov/spanish/index.htm

•

NOAH Health Topics, en Espanol, http://www.noah-health.org/spanish/spqksearch.html

•

Ohio State University/Hood River Community Health Outreach Project,
http://www.ohsu.edu/library/hoodriver/pamphlets/pamphletindex.shtml

•

Patient Education for University of Utah Health Sciences Center
http://www.med.utah.edu/pated/handouts/indexspan.cfm

•

Red Cross Spanish Materials Archive, http://www.redcrossbirmingham.org/spanish_archive_materials.htm

•

Spanish for Health Professionals, http://www.fsu.edu/~modlang/sp-cai/coursesite/2160rMedHomepage.htm

•

Spanish Language Sources of Health Materials, organizations that publish Spanish resources, http://scienceeducation.nih.gov/nihhtml/col/hispanic.htm

•

US Government Health Care Information for Spanish Speakers
http://www.libsci.sc.edu/bob/class/clis734/webguides/WebGuide2Shereff.htm ■
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+graphics or +free +clip-art. There are also many CD products that contain
images that can be used on Websites, but the low- or moderately-priced collections
are frequently not indexed very well and can take a while to look through. Ideally,
you would have a collection of images files just sitting around, waiting to be imported
into your Web page but, the creation process being what it is, you’ll probably end up
looking for them and making them as you go along.
When you have your first page looking the way you want it, the next question is
whether there should be other pages. If you create other pages, you repeat the
process, saving and naming the individual pages as you go. You hook them all together using links. The function
for creating links is built into Composer and is found from the “Link” icon or from the link option in the “Insert” pulldown menu.
From your visits to other people’s Web sites, you will remember how the links in a page are a different color from
the surrounding text. Composer assigns different colors to different types of links (active, email, etc.), but that is
one of the options you can tinker with and customize. Sometimes finding the right color scheme takes a lot of time.
Do not, no matter how good it looks, set any of your links to appear in white. White links will not show up when you
print a hard copy of your page, and that will be confusing to potential readers.
When you create your links, Composer will ask you to name them. In effect, you are telling the Internet browser
where to go on the site when someone clicks the link.
Before you can enter a complete link name, you have to know the name of the directory assigned to your page on
your institution’s Web server. The name of the link will be a combination of the name of the page, the name of the
directory, and the domain name for your institution. Your systems administrator can create a directory for your
page. If you don’t know your Webmaster now, get acquainted before you start your project, because he or she is
the person who will probably be the one to show you how to transfer your files to the Internet.
FTP stands for “file transfer protocol” but it’s frequently used as a verb to indicate the process of uploading files
from your disk to the Website. There are many FTP programs, but you only need one, and it needs to be installed
on the PC where you’ll be working on your site. We use WS_FTP (version 95) but there are others. Your Webmaster will probably be happy to give you administrative rights to the directory for your page because this means
that you will be able to do the maintenance on the site instead of the Webmaster. Once you learn how to FTP, you
can easily make corrections, additions and any other modifications you want to do to the site. The modifications
are made to the original page files, which are then re-uploaded to the Internet. Every time you tinker with a page,
you must save it and then FTP it again.
It helps to keep all your Web pages files and image files on the same disk or in the same folder on your hard drive.
And remember: the fact that you import an image onto your Web page and then save the page does not negate
your future need for the image. The action you took will preserve the image on the page, but to make it all go together onto the Internet, the image file needs to be on the disk with the page files and FTP-ed right along with
them.
To see the site I made using Composer, go to http://www.law.sc.edu/environmental/environmental.htm and take a
peek. Notice how the content on my navigation bar is a little off-center for some of the entries. I’ve been tweaking
these for nearly two years and still can’t get them to stay lined up. That is one of the drawbacks to using a relatively low-end program, but the pluses far outweigh the little inconveniences. Another plus is the reference point I
gained about Web design in general, which is very useful in coming to grips with a higher-end and more flexible
web editor. So don’t be afraid of the Web. You can make your own Web presence and have a lot of fun. Be
warned, though: Webslinging is habit-forming. The joy of creating it is just the beginning. ■
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Get Free, Experienced Help and Training in Consumer Health Answers
by Beth M. Wescott, Network Access Coordinator, NN/LM SE/A
bwesc001@umaryland.edu

South Carolina libraries are invited to join in and become a part of the National Network of
Libraries of Medicine (NN/LM), a national network of health science libraries, information centers, special and public libraries, coordinated by the National Library of Medicine (NLM). The
mission of the NN/LM is to improve public health and advance the progress of medicine by:
•
•
•

Promoting awareness of and access to biomedical information resources for the public and health professionals
Developing collaborations among NN/LM libraries to improve access to and sharing of biomedical information
resources
Developing, promoting and improving access to electronic health information resources

The National Network is divided into eight regions. Our Southeastern Atlantic Regional Medical Library (SE/A RML) has
been funded to administer the network in the Southeastern Atlantic, including both North Carolina and South Carolina.
Many state libraries and library systems throughout the U. S. have joined. Membership is free and available to any library or information center that meets the qualifications for one of the two types of membership: Full Member or Affiliate
Member.
These categories, along with responsibilities and benefits of membership, are described in the
application instructions to Network Membership at http://nnlm.gov/sea/membership/meminfo.html.
The information you provide will be entered into a national registry of network members that is
available through the publicly accessible Web-based “Find a Library” at (http://nnlm.gov/members/)
NN/LM members database.
J. Dale Prince of our office is your outreach coordinator. With him, you may plan free training,
develop publicity and identify funding opportunities. If you have any questions about membership, please call the SE/A RML office at 800-338-7657. We look forward to working with you! ■

School of Library and Information Science 18th Annual Deans’ Lecture
By Nonie Price, USC-SLIS

The School of Library and Information Science at the University of South Carolina held its 18th
Annual Deans’ Lecture on Friday, February 28, 2003. Dean Charles Bierbauer of the College of
Mass Communications and Information Studies delivered the lecture, “Can You Judge a Book
by Its Cover?” Those in attendance were also entertained, as he answered audience questions,
by his reflections on his career as a CNN correspondent. The Deans’ Lecture honors former
Deans Wayne Yenawine, Bill Summers and John Olsgaard.
Presented at the Deans’ Lecture were the John N. Olsgaard Distinguished Service Award and
the F. William Summers Outstanding Alumni Award. The recipient of the Olsgaard Award was
John H. Landrum. John was recognized for his service to the School while serving out his career at the South Carolina
State Library. John’s service to the School include: encouraging the partnership between the State Library and the
School, which led to the BEST Center and now its extremely visible and accessible location at the State Library; the
celebration of the School’s 25th Anniversary at SCLA; service on the National Advisory Council; and the establishment of
the Margaret Jackson Bundy Bicentennial Fellowship designated for students interested in a career in public librarianship.
The recipient of the Outstanding Alumni Award was Ida W. Thompson, Director of Instructional Technology for Richland
County School District One. Her professional activities include service on the School of Library and Information Science
National Advisory Council, the Executive Board of the South Carolina Association of School Librarians, the SCETV State
Advisory Committee, and the National Teacher Examination School Library Media Test Committee. She is a member of
Beta Phi Mu and Phi Delta Kappa.
The friends and alumni in attendance were able to congratulate the award winners at a reception following the lecture. ■
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What's New in DISCUS

by Mary Bull, South Carolina State Library
DISCUS - South Carolina's Virtual Library has added new resources for 2003!
An "Interactive Citizenship" component - What Citizens Need to Know about Government - has been added to SIRS Knowledge Source for secondary school students
through adults. An e-textbook on national, state and local government, it includes dynamic links to related news articles and evaluated web sites of high quality, as well as
an educator's guide.
Kids InfoBits contains content appropriate for K-5 from 75 children's magazines, reference titles, and news articles, as
well as maps and images. This graphical and easy-to-use resource is a re-designed and expanded version of InfoTrac
Kid'sEdition, which will be removed in June 2003.
Discoverer WebFind, an organized guide to age appropriate web sites of high quality, has been added to SIRS Discoverer for elementary/middle school students. All sites are continuously screened and reading level indicators are
given.
Business information has been expanded with the addition of InfoTrac's General BusinessFile ASAP. It adds investment
and broker research reports to the company information and business periodicals currently included in Business & Company ASAP which it replaces.
Coordinated by the South Carolina State Library, DISCUS provides all State residents with free access to an online library of subscription information and learning resources of high quality through the services of their school, college
or public library. For more information, visit the DISCUS web site: <www.scdiscus.org>. ■

BEAUFORT COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY'S "ONE COUNTY, ONE BOOK" PROGRAM
by Dennis Adams, Beaufort County Public Library System

Local residents were part of a "community of readers" in the Beaufort County Public Library's "One County,
One Book" program (March-May). Beaufort County became one of over 50 other communities to join "One
Book" programs since 1996, the year of the effort in Seattle. Participants read the same book at the same
time, exploring the themes and sharing their thoughts and ideas with friends and neighbors.
Pat Conroy's The Water Is Wide was selected by a group of citizens, including librarians, as the first title in
this community-wide project.
Branches of the Beaufort County Public Library System planned discussions and programs within their own
communities, with topics ranging from the history of Daufuskie Island (the setting of the book) to the education system in Beaufort County at the time when Pat Conroy taught his young Sea Islanders. The "One
County, One Book" Web page (http://www.co.beaufort.sc.us/bftlib/onecounty.htm) gave readers the latest
news about activities.
Local bookstores and book clubs were encouraged to participate in this project,
which "paved the way" for another BCPL effort: to "get a handle" on local book clubs
and what they are reading. Librarians are now asking bookstores and club members
to provide contact information about clubs throughout Beaufort County. The goal is
to create a separate Book Club section, and we encourage book club participants to
donate their clean, unmarked copies (even paperbacks) to the library for this collection. ■
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HBCU Library Directors Formalize Alliance at Historic Meeting
Contact: Sandra Phoenix, sphoenix@solinet.net

Library directors and deans from 100 of the 103 Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) met in Atlanta and
established a new consortium, the HBCU Library Alliance. They evaluated the unique needs and assets of HBCU libraries, examined cooperative approaches to enriching their respective information services, and considered programs to
achieve their goals.
The two-day October meeting included working sessions and cultural events, featuring the African-American dance
troupe Giwayen Mata. A roll call of all the HBCU institutions according to their founding dates culminated with Cheyney
University of Pennsylvania, founded in 1837 – the first historically Black institution of higher education. Merryll Penson,
Georgia Board of Regents, facilitated the meeting.

HBCU library directors and deans form HBCU Library Alliance at October meeting in Atlanta. Photo: Hollins Fantastic Photography

Loretta O’Brien-Parham, University Librarian, Hampton University, VA, set the tone for the conference. “We’re here,” she
said, “because of our fortune to be part of the solution for students of African descent. We’re here because of our passions for reading, for learning, for intellectual freedom and scholarship, because of our love of the sport – the sport of information seeking. We’re here because we are part of the Historically Black Colleges and Universities.”
Dr. Dianne Boardley Suber, President of Saint Augustine’s College, NC, urged HBCU librarians to take an activist role on
campus. She said that the answer to the question, “Where is the library?” should be, “The library is everywhere: in the
student union, in a dorm room where a student is working late, in an office where a scholar is doing research.” She
called on HBCU librarians to model themselves on the turtle: “it makes progress only when it sticks its neck out.”
Delegates affirmed the value of consortium by establishing the HBCU Library Alliance. They drafted a mission statement
and identified program priorities, including preservation and access to cultural collections, developing human resources
for the future, and producing a statistical analysis of HBCU library programs. These are available along with meeting
photos, a list of HBCU libraries and their directors and deans, and other information at <www.HBCUlibraries.org>. The
meeting was planned by the HBCU Library Initiative Committee: co-chairs Loretta O’Brien-Parham (Hampton University,
VA) and Janice Franklin (Alabama State University), Tommy Holton (Dillard University, LA), Emma Bradford Perry
(Southern University A&M College, LA), and Elsie Stephens Weatherington (Virginia State University). The Council on
Library and Information Resources (CLIR) and SOLINET provided funding.
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Founded in 1973, SOLINET is a non-profit
membership organization serving more
than 2300 libraries of all types and sizes in
ten Southeastern states and the Caribbean.
Primary programs are Member Services,
OCLC Services, Preservation & Access,
Electronic Databases, Library Products,
Workshops, and Consulting. ■

Members of the Task Force that pulled together the HBCU Library Directors Conference held in October in Atlanta are, left to right,
Jennifer Bliss of SOLINET (HBCU Project Manager); Emma Bradford Perry of Southern University A&M College, LA (Task Force
member); Elsie Stephens Weatherington of Virginia State University (HBCU Task Force member); Janice Franklin of Alabama State
University (Task Force Co-Chair); Tommy Holton of Dillard University, LA (Task Force member); Loretta O'Brien-Parham of Hampton University, VA (Task Force Co-Chair and SOLINET Board Chair); Merryll Penson of the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia (Conference Facilitator); and Kate Nevins, SOLINET's Executive Director. Photo: Kindra Hartmann

Let's Speak English!: New RCPL Outreach Program Geared Toward Internationals

By Lin Ko, Manager, St. Andrews Regional Branch , RCPL llko@richland.lib.sc.us & Teresa Widham, Manager, Southeast Regional Branch, RCPL twindham@richland.lib.sc.us
The St. Andrews Regional Branch of the Richland County Public Library initiated a new
program for the international community in the spring of 2002. Through a partnership
with the Greater Columbia Literacy Council, RCPL volunteers were trained and facilitators were supplied for the weekly sessions.
The pilot program included seven, one-hour weekly sessions, which provided a forum
for international adults and local adult volunteers to meet and enjoy conversation. The
marketing strategy emphasized that there would be no studying, as well as an opportunity to exchange ideas and make new friends. To optimize interactions and minimize
distractions, the class size was limited to 15 internationals and 15 adult volunteers.

Resource materials that were developed for the program include questions cards and flash cards for stimulating conversation when participants exhaust their own topics. During each class, participants are encouraged to change conversation partners at least once to give the internationals more opportunity to become familiar with different accents and expressions.
The series, held at the St. Andrews branch, was very successful. Participants of diverse nationalities enjoyed the program so much that they formed small friendship groups with local volunteers outside the library. In addition, the local volunteers are now more aware of the international cultures in their own community. Participants in both groups quickly
moved beyond the flash cards to food, cooking and family topics of conversation. The library's Adult New Readers and
Spanish collections were also shared, and volunteers helped participants complete library card applications. At the final
session, participants and volunteers cooked and shared a dish from their native country.
In the fall of last year, RCPL's Southeast Branch joined St. Andrews to host another series of the program. An experienced volunteer also stepped up to facilitate the ongoing sessions at St. Andrews, relieving the GCLC of some of the
workload. This same program model, a strong example of how a medium-sized library can provide an innovative service
using community resources, could easily be replicated at different library locations. The effectiveness of the partnership
between a library and a local organization is also clearly demonstrated here, allowing volunteers to shine without overburdening library staff. ■
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chance to make money for further programming during our premier event, the SCLA annual conference. And speaking of
the annual conference, attendees learned that it is already starting to take shape. Planned for Columbia at the Adam’s
Mark Hotel, Oct 22-24, this year’s conference promises to be a top-notch event. An experienced Conference Planning
Committee has already begun lining up keynote speakers, as well as planning local arrangements and working on registration issues.
This emphasis on programming is critical and I see it as the cornerstone for the coming year. The programs offered by
SCLA not only afford a means to stay in touch with the fast paced change innate to librarianship, but they give interested
members an outlet to present their work in ways that benefit us all. With diverse, high quality programming, we reaffirm
our commitment to the professional growth and development of librarians throughout South Carolina.
SCLA committees are also actively addressing Association concerns. On March 1st, representatives from a number of
committees met at the annual Committee retreat. Committees including the Archives and History, Membership, Planning, Awards, Constitution and By-laws, Financial Planning, Legislative, Library and Standards, Continuing Education,
Scholarship for Diversity and the Editorial committees, held individual business meetings. In addition, a general session
highlighted the SCLA Website and the recently revived Newsletter, as well as offered pointers on making committee reports, strategies for recruitment and an update on the annual conference. Attendees left the retreat with a clear sense of
the work that needs to be accomplished.
As you can see from all this activity, membership in the South Carolina Library Association provides great opportunities.
Involvement is the key to professional enrichment and SCLA membership provides that key. Whether it is as an officer
of one of the sections or round tables, a member of a committee, or a presenter at the annual conference, SCLA members have the opportunity to be part of a vital organization. The bottom line is that our membership in SCLA gives each
of us the possibility to make a difference, to be involved and take a leadership position in our profession. For me, it is an
exciting time to be associated with such a great group of dedicated professionals. I hope you join me in that feeling. ■

